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Letter to the Editor

Last month, the City of St. Petersburg celebrated the Cohort of Champions and other My Brother's and Sister's Keeper
successes at the third annual Celebrating Champions: A My Brother's and Sister's Keeper Event at the Coliseum.
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Friend to caregiver

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Kriseman administration gave
themselves a huge pat on the
back for making a difference
with the youths in south St.
Pete with their My Brother’s
and Sister’s Keeper (MBSK)
initiative, which is going into its
fourth year.
In 2015, President Barrack
Obama launched the MBSK initiative to address persistent opportunity gaps faced by boys and
young men of color and to ensure that all young people can
reach their full potential. The

City of St. Petersburg joined this
initiative but took it a step further by including young females.
In 2016, MBSK launched its
signature program called the Cohort of Champions (COC),
which is a youth training initiative
that offers support by way of educational, entrepreneurial, workforce and enrichment training
opportunities for young AfricanAmerican males ages 12-24.
The city works with nonprofit community organizations
to connect young people to mentoring, support networks and
teach the skills necessary to
start a career or go to college or
technical school. Through work-

shops, cohort members gain
real-life experiences, learn how
to implement real-world business principles and gain an understanding of the importance of
serving the community.
Last month, the city celebrated COC and other MBSK
successes at the third annual
Celebrating Champions: A My
Brother’s and Sister’s Keeper
Event at the Coliseum.
“Tonight we celebrate the
Cohort of Champions graduates
who are moving on to do what I
am confident will be great
things,” said Mayor Rick Kriseman. “I want you to
know that this whole

city is proud of you.”
He went on the encouraged
the youth by telling them to
keep moving forward no matter
what obstacles they may face.
“Don’t let anyone try to take
away your dreams for the future
because what I know is that
each of you has the potential
that is only limited by your imagination and willingness to pursue it.”
Urban Affairs Director
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart said
COC is a unique program that
is “unprecedented” in the city’s
history.
See KEEPER, page 7

New book with ‘A Message to the Incarcerated Black Men’
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BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Alan
“DallyBoy” Perry said the idea
for the book came to him after
dealing with his own destructive
path with the criminal system.
As he fought recidivism, he saw
the tragic and overwhelming
amount of African-American
men missing from their communities because of incarceration.
“Seeing so many men missing from our communities due
to incarceration, seeing so many
fatherless kids, we men need to
be in society being productive
and competitive,” Perry said.
Although this is his first published work, Perry said he has
been writing for most of his life,
starting with poems and lyrics
that he would sometime share
with family and friends. But
soon, he said he got involved in
the street life and eventually
ended up in prison.
It was during that time that

he began to write and read incessantly as an escape from his
circumstances. He even committed to further his education and
received his GED.
Perry said after meeting two
fellow inmates who were also
committed to change, they
formed a rap group called
XKONN. After they were all released, they released an independent album, Tearz of Anger.
By then, Perry said he was
even more committed to his
writing and wanted to write a
book to try and encourage other
men struggling for a better life.
He titled his work, “Get Up, Get
Out and Get Something: A Message to the Incarcerated Black
Man.”
He said his experience led
him to really believe that someone needs to inspire black men
to become active and committed
to building up broken down
communities.
See BOOK, page 2

Alan Perry
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Inspiring black men to become
community builders
BOOK , from front page

The meeting dates and locations are as follows:
2019/2020 Meetings
January 16, 2020 - 6:00 p.m. North Greenwood Recreation & Aquatic Complex 900 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, Clearwater, FL 33755
March 12, 2020 - 6:00 p.m. School Administration Building - 301 4th Street SW, Largo, 33770
May 14, 2020 - 6:00 p.m. Gibbs High School-850 34th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
July 9, 2020 - 6:00 p.m. School Administration Building - 301 4th Street SW, Largo, 33770
September 10, 2020 - 6:00 p.m. School Administration Building - 301 4th Street SW, Largo, 33770

“I hope that the incarcerated men who read
my book will be inspired
to come home, stay
home, and become positive, productive black
men,” the father of three
stated.
He said he is also
hopeful that the book will
be a motivator from
other young men to stay
away from prison and for
the community to become more supportive of
how tough it can be to be
a Black man in society.
“I hope people can
better understand our
plight and join the side of
righteousness to combat
a destructive system,”
Perry said.
So far, the author said
the reaction to the book
has been positive with a
lot of great comments on
social media. He said
writing the book took
about six months with
another month for editing.
Perry decided to go
the self-publishing route
to control the process
better.
“Although it was complicated to figure out at
first, I really enjoyed the
self-publishing process,”
he said.
While the husband

and father said he wouldn’t consider himself a
full-time writer, he does
have plans to release
more books.
“I have recently acquired my degree in Digital Media, and I’m a
videographer,” he explained. “My next book
will be a follow up to this
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one titled ‘Staying Out,’”
he said.
For now, you can
find his first book on
Amazon.com for under
$10. To learn more
about Perry’s book or to
book him as a speaker,
email him at alanperr y77@gmail.com or
call 727-851-2781.
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Rally for public education
Dear Editor:
Here we are once
again at the beginning
of a new year, a presidential election year to
be exact. We have had
seven months and more
than 20 hours of debates in 2019 and 29 debates since the 2016
presidential election,
yet there are still 50 million public school students and 3.1 million
teachers in this country
who have been ignored
in these debates.
In the last four
years, no presidential
candidate from either
side of the aisle has had
a real political conversation about poverty and
how it has affected public education in America.
In less than one
week, the Florida Education Association will
take on Tallahassee
with a rally for public

education next Monday,
Jan. 13. You are invited
to join us as we urge
lawmakers and organizers to increase funding
for
students
and
schools, raise pay for all
school employees and
end the over-testing of
students in our districts.
We cannot afford to
rest on our laurels and
allow another election
to pass without standing
up and fighting for the
issues that matter most
to those who need us
the most. Our student
scholars and our educators are counting on us
to be there, Monday,
Jan. 13, from 9-4:30 p.m.
This is your opportunity to hear from people
just like us: students,
parents,
educators,
moral leaders, and
clergy from Florida and
across the countr y
about how low-to-median income families are

the most impacted by a
lack of proper funding
for education and failed
systematic policies.
It is our unwavering
compassion for the 2.9
million Floridians living
in poverty, which has
called the Poor People’s
Campaign to act expeditiously. We refuse to let
another presidential debate take place, without
calling for a robust discussion on public education!
Corey Givens, Jr.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CREAL FUNERAL
B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Deannie
K’s
Beauty
Salon
HOME AND
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

Beauty is more
than skin deep.

727-896-2602

Call TODAY for an appointment

CREMATIONS, INC

“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
Public Notice
ATTENTION ALL TRADE CONTRACTORS AND SBEs:
Creative Contractors, Inc. (CGC060364) is currently seeking
prequalified subcontractors and SBE subcontractors for the
Shore Acres Recreation Center Replacement project
located at 4230 Shore Acres Blvd NE, Saint Petersburg, FL.

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Bids are due to Creative Contractors, Inc. on January 14, 2020 @ 5:00 pm
Subcontractors may obtain prequalification documents at
https://www.creativecontractors.com/contact-us/.
Please contact Jim Cacini at jcacini@creativecontractors.com or
Jordan Nichols at jnichols@creativecontractors.com with any questions.
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The 35th anniversary
Ideology aside, the Florida
MLK Lifetime Achievement &
Supreme Court needs a
Legends Awards Banquet honorees black jurist
ST. PETERSBURG —
The nationally renowned
Full Gospel’s Apostle Carlos Malone of the Bethel
Church of Miami will
open up MLK Week as
the keynote speaker for
the MLK Holiday &
Legacy Association, Inc.
and the National Christian
League of Councils’ 35th
Anniversary Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Drum
Major for Justice Lifetime
Achievement & Legends
Awards Banquet.
The banquet is scheduled for Friday, Jan. 17, at
7 p.m. at the Marriott St.
Petersburg, 12600 Roosevelt Blvd., St. Petersburg. The VIP reception

starts at 6:30 p.m.
This year’s 2020 honorees include Tampa civil
rights activist Otis Ronnie
Anthony, Jr., Minson
Rubin, founder of the
Gibbs Gladiators Hall of
Fame and the Gibbs High
School Alumni Association, Rufus Lewis, cofounder Gibbs Gladiators
Hall of Fame and the
Gibbs
High
School
Alumni Association and
Professor Paul Adams, retired associate director of
bands at Norfolk State
University.
These 2020 honorees
have walked in the footsteps of Dr. King for
decades. They are to be

held in the highest esteem for keeping Dr.
King’s dream alive and his
legacy of advancing the
civil rights for the AfricanAmerican community.
Tickets are $50 per
person and t$500 per
table, which seats 10.
Please make your check
payable to MLK Holiday
& Legacy Association,
Inc. and forward to MLK
Holiday & Legacy Association, Inc., P.O. Box
12732, St. Petersburg, FL
33733.
You may reserve your
tickets via email at
MLKholidaylegacy@gmai
l.com.

BY SENATORS PERRY
THURSTON, JR. &
DARRYL ROUSON

TALLAHASSEE
–
The Florida Supreme
Court lacks the diversity
needed to satisfy the
many legal needs of
Florida’s divergent, ethnic and racial communities. Justice Thurgood
Marshall once said: “…
one-sided justice” does
not allow for our adversary system to fully consider the impact that a
decision can have on “all
the people it will affect.”
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis can right this
wrong and enhance public confidence in our judicial
process
by
appointing an African
American to Florida’s
high court.
Florida is the nation’s
third-largest state, with
46 percent of the general
population consisting of
people of color. Yet,
whites comprise four out
of every five judges, and
most of them are male.
The current makeup of
the state Supreme Court
is particularly glaring.
Five white men now sit
on Florida’s high court,
and there has not been a
black jurist since Justice
Peggy Quince’s term
ended on Jan. 8, 2018.
To his credit, the governor has appointed
eight black judges to the
lower courts, a record
when compared to former Gov. Rick Scott’s.
Those appointments will
help get more AfricanAmericans jurists into
the pipeline for higher
appellate judgeships.
However, the big
yardstick remains appointments
to
the
Florida Supreme Court,
a measurement where
Gov. DeSantis has fallen
short.
Florida’s current situation does not even mir-

ror that of the nation
where people of color
hold only 15 percent of
the State Supreme Court
seats. Florida needs an
independent judiciary
that inspires confidence,
trust and reflects the diversity of the state’s population.
Gov. DeSantis failed
last year to appoint a
black jurist while filling
three court vacancies.
As a newly elected governor, he replaced three
justices appointed by
Democratic governors,
flipping the once moderate Florida Supreme
Court into one of the nation’s most conservative.
He now has a chance
to remedy the court’s
lack of diversity due to
the appointment of former justices Barbara
Lagoa and Robert Luck
to the 11th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.
The Florida Supreme
Court is no inconsequential institution. It remains
the arbitrator of key
legal decisions that will
impact all Floridians.
The court’s decisions
will run the gamut, from
expelling
problem
lawyers to implementing
controversial state policies and programs.
Florida’s Supreme
Court most likely will
shape how ballot initiatives — medical marijuana,
preserving
environmentally sensitive lands and the reinstatement of felons’

voting rights will be implemented. The high
court also will determine
if local governments can
ban the use of certain
foam containers, how
the police can use facial
recognition in drug arrests, or whether laws
governing
sexually
transmitted
diseases
only apply to heterosexual couples.
“Sat Cito Si Recte” is
the Florida Supreme
Court motto. It’s Latin
for “Soon enough if done
rightly,” a phrase indicating how important it is to
take the time to achieve
true justice. But, given
the governor’s influence
in picking judges, what
message does the selection process send to
Florida’s 3.5 million
black residents? Will
they and the rest of
Florida’s diverse populace have confidence
they will get justice?
The upcoming appointments
to
the
Florida Supreme Court
remain an accurate indicator of how seriously
any governor regards an
independent judiciary
that represents all of
Florida. Gov. DeSantis
can show he’s taking a
pragmatic stand and appoint a black jurist to the
high court.
Senators Perry E.
Thurston Jr. and Darryl
E. Rouson are attorneys
and members of The
Florida Conference of
Black State Legislators.

WE ENCOURAGE
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER
BY ATTORNEY
JACQUELINE
HUBBARD

Most of us can remember where we were
on the day Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. died.
I was on my way back
to my college campus
after picking up two Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee
(SNCC) comrades at the
Philadelphia Airport. We
were heading back to
Bryn Mawr College,
where they were to speak
at a fundraising forum in
opposition to the Vietnamese War. We were
shattered. We wept.
We knew African
Americans would always
miss and need the
beloved Dr. King. There
was nobody like him. We
proceeded
to
the
fundraiser, announced
his death, and continued
on with our teach-in. It
was what Dr. King would
have wanted.
After all, the civil
rights campaign of the

1960s was about the
preservation of our civil
rights.
Don’t forget the violence: Malcolm X, killed;
John F. Kennedy, killed;
Robert Kennedy, killed;
Medgar Evers, killed;
Emmitt Till, killed. As we
remember Dr. King, let
us also remember the terror, shootings, beatings,
lynchings, dogs, fire
hoses, marches, arrests,
incarcerations and the
burning buses.
Remember the hate,
but seek out the love and
work for peace. We must
protect our rights and remember the Civil War
Amendments. The 13th
Amendment abolished involuntary servitude or
slavery (except for convicted criminals). The
14th Amendment afforded the protections of
the Equal Protection and
Due Process Clauses and
the 15th Amendment afforded black men the
right to vote.
A few years after the

Civil War, President
Ulysses S. Grant, ensured the passage of the
first Civil Rights Act. This
act protected black Americans from having any
“governmental entity”
from infringing upon or
denying any rights guaranteed under the United
States Constitution, and
is used daily in the federal courts.
The 1964 Civil Rights
Act was begun by President Kennedy and enacted under President
Lyndon B. Johnson. The
Voting Rights Act was
also passed the next year.
Under more conservative
federal administrations,
many of these rights have
been compromised, especially the right to vote. Let
us hold our elected officials accountable and
vote accordingly.
Dr. King spent his life
fighting for civil rights —
on the streets, roads and
by-ways of this country.
He not only supported
the SCLC, but he also all

Let us remember
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

civil rights groups he considered “Drum Majors
for Justice,” including
SNCC.
His dream never became a complete reality,
but America became a
better place. Remember
him and honor him as
you will on this national
holiday. Let his will, his
strength, his genius and
his faith inspire you.
Never give up. Stand
up for justice; take to the
streets when necessary.
Know your history and
believe in the future, for

we have seen it all; the
worst that can be done to
a group of people over a
period of over 400 years.
Through unity, compassion, force and faith,
we can sustain ourselves
through the fire, injustice,
institutionalized racism,
all the way through to Dr.
King’s dream. Think of
his life, the movement,
the sacrifices made by so
many people and never
give up.
People died, Dr. King
died, so that we, who still
live, can change the direc-

tion of America by exercising our right to vote.
This should never be
taken for granted. We
must continue the struggle and unite with those
who empathetically join
us in the battle. We will
prevail.
Attorney Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the
president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life
and History, Inc.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
From the Pastor’s Desk
- A New Beginning
After this Job lived one
hundred and forty years;
he saw his children and
their children in the fourth
generation. And so he died
old and full of years (Job
42:16-17). The book of Job
ends on a note of contentment and peace. Job was
probably about seventy
when the book opens, so he
is a very old man at his
death. What a picture of
peace, a contented man.
God had greatly blessed
him.
Before us stretches a
new year, a new beginning.
The old is past, put away
forever. God invites us to
forget about all the distrust,
fears, anxieties of the past,
resentments, grudges, criticisms and put them away

and begin again.
The question that hovers over us as we close this
book is, on what basis are
we going to live in this New
Year? Will it be on the old
“it all depends on me” trying my best to be pleasing
to God and meaning it with
all my heart but never realizing he depths of evil we
have to deal with? Or will
we accept the gift of God
that is waiting for us every
day fresh from His hand, a
gift of forgiveness, of righteousness already mine, a
relationship in which He
has provided all we need,
so that we may say no to
evil and yes to truth and
that which is right.
Will it be on that basis?
If it is, this will be year in
which your life will be characterized by peace, fra-

Pastor’s Corner
grance and beauty. Or if we
insist on living it on the
same old basis, we will find
ourselves like Job’s friends,
arousing the anger and
wrath of God and thereby
denying the presence of a
patient and merciful God.
Our only escape will be to
repent of our evil, rest upon
the righteousness of our
perfect substitute and return to God for the blessing
He is waiting to give. That
is the choice before us as to
how we will live this New
Year? Therefore today, and
in this new year, let us all
pray, ‘Lord thank You for
this new year that lies before me. I choose You to
depend and trust You and
accept from You a hand of
hope, help and healing.’
Happy New Year!

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Joy Unspeakable
“To appoint unto them
that mourn in Zion, to give
unto them beauty for ashes,
the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness; that they
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, that he might be glorified.” Isaiah 61:3
Joy is more than a feeling
of happiness about things
going well in your life. Joy is
the demonstration of love
even when you are experiencing loss. Loss is a normal
part of the human experience from the womb to the
tomb. As a baby you lose the
need for diapers and bottle
and as a child you lost teeth.
Every day your body loses
skin cells. Perhaps you have
felt the loss of a job, relationship, or possession. When
you lose things in your life,
there are often feelings attached to those losses that
appear to prevent us from receiving the joy that is our
God given birthright. It is
natural to cry when you experience a loss. It is a
demonstration of your divine
nature that seeks and finds

God’s love in the midst sorrow. You reign over the feeling of loss in your life by
discovering and choosing to
focus on God’s love. God’s
pure love always leads you
back to joy.
Jesus, our Wayshower,
loved the sibling trio of
Lazarus, Mary, and Martha.
Their home in Bethany was a
refuge for him from the demands of ministry.
His
friendship with them gave
him the balance that he
needed in his life. Due to
other responsibilities, Jesus
was not able to heal Lazarus
when he was sick, and he did
not arrive to the family home
until four days after Lazarus’
transition (John 11:1-45). In
their grief of the loss of their
brother, Mary and Martha
focused on Jesus’ absence
and late arrival. Although
Jesus wept and was dealing
with his own grief over the
loss of his friend, he chose to
be loving and supportive to
Lazarus’ sisters. He focused
on the present moment and
met the current need which
transformed the climate from
sorrow to joy.

Joy is inside of you. It is
the Fruit of the Spirit which
is a part of who you are as a
son/daughter of God. You
have complete and total access to joy at every moment
of your journey. To get
through the sorrow of the
loss and access joy, close
your eyes and take a deep
breath and connect with
Spirit within. Connecting
with the God within allows
you to move through your
grief and get in touch with
the joy because it shifts your
attention from what you lost
to what you gained.
Reflection Question –
What losses were challenging for you to move past to
get to a state of joy? Reflect
on the situation to discover
what you gained from the
loss.
Stillness and Silence Activity – For 5 minutes create
an atmosphere of stillness
and silence. Turn off the internal and external noise.
Quiet your mind and your
body. Focus on your breath
and inhale joy and exhale
sorrow.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Rejoice on Your Journey
It is humbling to see how
GOD sets you free;
When your journey of trials and grief
are tossed into the sea.
GOD lightened your burden and
your faith was made strong;
HE kept you from harm and
you are reminded to Him you belong.

Trust in the will of GOD and
keep your mind stayed on JESUS;
As you rejoice, pray and thank Him for
your journey, you’ll see His Hand
upon you as your problem ceases.
You’ll find peace beyond human
understanding that will bless
your heart and soul.

Rejoice on your journey and trust
JESUS to guide you along your way;
Pray without ceasing and
He will give you a brighter day.

So rejoice in your journey and know
that GOD in CHRIST JESUS
will restore you and make you whole.

Thank GOD for His goodness, mercy
and faith; And when trials come
again you’ve learned to say
Hallelujah anyway!

“Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing.
In everything give thanks: for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you.”
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Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys, Empath Health Community Outreach Specialist

From friend to caregiver
Ron Dock has seen a
lot of the world. The Vietnam War veteran is a certified counselor and
spent 17 years working
with players in the Yankees organization. Now
retired, he spends his
time giving back to the
community by facilitating
a 12-step support group
program in south St. Petersburg.
He is also a part of a
growing percentage of
men stepping up to care
for friends, family members or neighbors.
The National Alliance
for Caregiving (NAC) reports that men make up
about 40 percent of the
more than 43 million people in the United States
who provide unpaid care
for someone chronically

ill, disabled or aged during any given year.
Dock came into a
brotherhood with Fred
Camble, as he said, “by
the grace of God.”
Camble worked at a
local breakfast eatery
where Dock is a regular
and was also a member
of the support group.
Whenever Dock came
into the restaurant, the
two would talk. Over
time they became close
friends.
Then came devastating news – Camble was
diagnosed with cancer
and given six months to
live. With no family
around to ensure he was
getting the care he
needed, Dock stepped
up.
He provided trans-

portation to Camble’s
many doctor appointments and worked with
the health care team to
ensure needs were being
met.
Eventually, Camble
found himself hospitalized and at a point where
daily life was a challenge.
Community ties
After hearing Camble’s story, Deborah
Figgs-Sanders
recognized his need for hospice care. She had
recently attended a community presentation on
the services provided by
Suncoast Hospice, a
member of Empath
Health, and made the
connection to bridge the
gap and connect him to
care.
Within hours, Cam-

ble was evaluated and
settled into the South
Pinellas Care Center, located in Bayfront Health
St. Petersburg. Dock
stayed with his friend
and watched as the staff
did everything they
could to ensure he felt
comfortable and cared
for.
“This was my first introduction to hospice,”
said Dock, who remained
in the role of caregiver.
“It was amazing how they
knew exactly what he
needed.”
It was the holistic approach that really impressed Dock. It wasn’t
just Camble’s medical
needs that were addressed, but also the
needs of the soul and the
support system.

There was always
someone available to answer questions or provide information, and a
warm cup of coffee was
never out of reach. Dock
was even given materials
on how to cope with
death as a caregiver.
One of the most
memorable acts of compassion demonstrated by
staff showed a real understanding of how to
provide comfort for Camble.
“Days before he
passed, I was able to
bring a 12-step meeting
to his bedside,” explains
Dock. “There were eight
of us, and he was aware
the entire time.”
It was a simple gesture that provided the
solace of being sur-

a COC participant for
three years. He said he
has been greatly influenced and exposed to new
experiences. He’s working on starting his own
business with the skills he
learned in the program.
Keyandra Robinson
has undergone a great
deal of trauma in his short
life. By becoming a COC,
he’s been placed on the
path to success. He was
onstage to encourage
other youth to stay strong.
“I don’t care what you’re
going through; I don’t care
what troubles you’re facing,
never give up.”
Also celebrated were
Youth Farm participants.
The City of St. Petersburg,
along
with
Pinellas
County Schools and the
Pinellas Education Foundation, partnered to bring
urban farming to south St.
Pete. Last summer, 15
youths participated in a
six-week-long paid em-

ployment opportunity.
They heard from guest
speakers about financial
literacy, food systems,
health and nutrition. They
visited
local
farms
throughout the city and
learned from experts
about the benefits of locally grown food.
Today, the Youth Farm
is 30 students strong. They
are involved in every aspect of developing a co-op
farm, from site design to

marketing. This school
year, the students started a
pilot farm at Pinellas Technical College while they
continue to design the
farm that will be located at
the Enoch Davis Center.
No celebration is complete without music and
dancing. After COC participants, city staff, community partners and
volunteers paraded down
the runway of praise,
Mayor Kriseman dusted

Ron Dock
rounded by people who
care.
“Because of Suncoast
Hospice, Fred passed
away in comfort and with
dignity.”
Learn more about
Suncoast Hospice care,
services and career opportunities
at
SuncoastHospice.org or call
(727) 467-7423.

City celebrates south St. Pete youth
KEEPER, from front page

Programs under the
MBSK umbrella:
The Not My Son initiative is a grassroots community outreach marketing
campaign and intervention
effort to assist AfricanAmerican male youth and
young adults. The primary
goal is to promote positive
achievement and anticrime awareness.
The Youth Development Grant program supports local nonprofits that
service at-risk youth.
Launched in 2018, the city
has rewarded more than
$450K to 50 organizations
with programs that have
served
hundreds
of
youths.
Just Girls Talk Conferences started three years
ago, and this spring will
have the largest girls’ conference in the Bay area
with more than 600 young
ladies from Pinellas and
Hillsborough Counties.
With the success of the

conferences, they are currently pulling together a
year-round afterschool
COC for girls.
Sister’s Kin-nect allows
the MBSK initiative to
connect with women in
the community who can
mentor young ladies.
Capehart shared COC
data that proves the program is making a difference in the community.
With wraparound services
offered to COC family
members, 212 champions
and parents have completed career skills training with 81 certifications
gained and 72 jobs obtain
or new businesses started.
Twenty-nine champions have moved into intern or externships, 66
have improved their GPAs
and 12 have gone off to
college or the military. To
date, there have been 127
families who have accessed the program.
Patrick Jones has been

off his DJ skills and took
to the wheels of steel in an
old school versus new
school challenge with DJ
Wynn and Howard Word
from WTMP.
COC is an ongoing
open enrollment program. For additional information,
visit
stpete.org/MBSK, follow
the city’s social media
pages, or contact the
Urban Affairs Department at 727-893-7885.

COMMUNITY NEWS
8

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2020

Kindergarten registration begins Jan. 13
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Is your child ready for
kindergarten? Registration
for next school year begins
Jan. 13. Pinellas County
Schools will be holding
Ready, Set…Kindergarten
events at elementary
schools on Jan. 14, 15 and
16.
Families will have op-

portunities to explore
classrooms, meet teachers, register for school and
find out how to get their
children ready for kindergarten. Learn more and
see a schedule of events at
www.pcsb.org/KG. If you
have questions, please call
Student Assignment at
727-588-6210.

Application period
for magnet programs is
thru Jan. 17
Families can apply online for magnet, fundamental
and
career
programs through Jan. 17
a
t
https://reservation.pcsb.o
rg. All applications are assigned a random number,

so it does not matter
whether you apply early or
late during this period.
Please make sure to
give yourself plenty of time
in case you have questions
during the application
process. The application
period closes at 5 p.m. on
Jan. 17.
To learn more about

application programs and
the application process,
visit www.pcsb.org/choice.
If you need help applying for magnet programs,
the district is holding application assistance events:
• Tues., Jan. 14 —
Gibbs High School, 850
34th St. S in St. Petersburg
• Thurs., Jan. 16 —

The Student Assignment
Office at the Pinellas
County Schools Administration Building, 301 4th
Street SW in Largo
All assistance nights
will take place from 4:307 p.m. If you have questions, please call Student
Assignment at 727-5886210.

Attend
At
DIIS
SCOVE
ER
R

JANUARY 14, 15 & 16
at an elementary school
near you

Pinellas County Schools
award-winning programs

• Meet teachers
• Visit classrooms
• Register for school

Art, Music, Gifted Services,
STEM Academies and more

Questions? Call 727-588-6210 or visit www
w.pcsb.org/kg
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Saturday,
Shorecrest Preparatory School 5101 1st St. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703
35+ BOOTHS INCLUDING:
Robotics Demonstrations
Hands-on Technology Exploration
Design and Engineering Challenges

Mad Scientist Games
Individual and Group Arts Activities
Dedicated Preschool Area for Young Children

* We love furry, four-legged friends, but they are not allowed on campus. Please keep pets at home.

FEATURING

Wonder Studio

SPONSORED BY

Admission is free with the donation of
a canned good or personal hygiene supplies
benefitting the St. Pete Free Clinic.

For more info or to RSVP visit www.stpetesteamfest.com
or call 727-522-2111.

Hosted at
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Visionary
Brief

I AM:
The blank wall
in city hall
By Gwendolyn Reese

On Dec. 29, 1966, Joseph Waller – now known as Omali Yeshitela –
stripped the mural from the wall as he was leaving the building.
He was arrested and charged with felony theft
and spent at least 22 months in prison.
In 1940, George Snow Hill, painter
and muralist for the Federal Art Project, a New Deal program, was commissioned by the federal government
and the City of St. Petersburg for two
7 x 10 feet murals to be hung in the
grand staircase in city hall. Hill’s Depression-era Works Progress Administration art is noted by some to
provide a community record.
Working mostly during the New
Deal era, Hill was commissioned to
paint five murals for the Pinellas
County Courthouse (some of which
were considered indecent and even
lewd because they depicted women in
swimsuits). His other murals can be
found at the Bayboro Harbor Coast
Guard station, airports, and several
post offices throughout Florida and Alabama, including one painted for the
1933 Chicago’s World’s Fair (later
hung at the Florida Capitol).
According to a March 25, 1945, article in the St. Petersburg Times, Hill
had been commissioned to paint murals featuring scenes of contemporary
St. Petersburg, scheduled to be placed
in city hall. One of the murals was a
scene at the Million Dollar Pier and
the other a scene of black troubadours
(musicians) entertaining white picnickers at the beach.
The mural of the picnic scene was
a caricature of black musicians depicting them as happy-go-lucky, with huge
pink lips, and strumming banjos. The
mural, which also included watermelons, was considered by many in the
black community as denigrating and
racist in nature.
More than 20 years later, on Dec.
15, 1966, the Times printed the article
“Negro Group Finds Mural Despicable.” The article reports of a letter
sent to Mayor Herman Goldner by the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee asking for the mural to be
removed or changed.
Goldner’s response was, “I must
admit that I have looked at this mural
for the past 10 years with nothing but
admiration. I find nothing offensive in
the portrayal of the troubadours and
picnickers at Pass-a-Grill Beach.” He
went on to say, “I think that all minority groups must mature in the point
where self-consciousness is not a motivating factor for complaints.”
On Dec. 29, 1966, Joseph Waller –
now known as Omali Yeshitela —
stripped the mural from the wall as he
was leaving the building. He was arrested and charged with felony theft
and spent at least 22 months in prison.
Thirty years later, during extensive
renovations to city hall, city council
members agreed to spend $50,000 to
commission two landscape murals by
Tarpon Springs artist Christopher
Stills to be hung in the staircase. On
July 18, 1998, the Times published the
article “Need Mural to Grace City

Hall’s Blank Wall Again.”
In a letter dated Aug. 10, 1998, the
newly formed Concerned Citizens Action Committee sent a letter to Mayor
David Fischer regarding the proposed
murals and requested to appear before city council on Sept. 10.
On Sept. 10, council resolved to
refer the issue to the Public Arts Commission. Councilmembers Kathleen
Ford and Ernest Fillyau proposed a
resolution that the city council be requested to organize a ceremony to
dedicate the new art to be installed in
city hall and to issue a public apology
to the community. The resolution also
requested that the city’s legal department investigate the process to restore Omali Yeshitela’s civil rights.
Nearly 34 years after his arrest,
Yeshitela’s rights were restored by
Gov. Bush and the Cabinet in 2000.
On Sept. 11, 1998, the commission
was unanimous in its recommendation
to council to place the Stills murals in
council chambers, keep the Hill mural
on the north side of the staircase in
place, and the wall on the south side
of the staircase should be devoid of
any artwork. On Nov. 12, 1998, council
passed Resolution NO. 98-651 regarding the placement of the Stills murals.
Years passed, and on Aug. 18,
2015, the City Hall Stairwell Mural
Project Committee was formed to revisit the issue of the blank wall in city
hall and to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the removal of the mural.
The Project Committee issued a Request for Proposal seeking “Art that
will respect the history of the events
surrounding the tearing down of the
original mural and that will celebrate
a city of opportunity for all.”
The project budget was $50,000,
and the deadline for applications was
set as Oct. 3, 2016. The work of the
Project Committee ended in June
2017, and the city council once again
voted to leave the wall blank.
The wall remains blank, and more
importantly, absent of a plaque commemorating the event that ignited the
civil rights movement in St. Petersburg.
Our stories are beautiful, complicated, and messy, but our stories matter, and they must be told. Around the
country and throughout the world,
stories are being remembered, and
histories are being preserved.
From the Legacy Museum and National Peace and Justice Memorial in
Montgomery, Ala., to the National
Museum of African American History
and Culture in Washington, D.C., to
the identification of homes from which
Jewish families were sent to death
camps in Germany to our own African
American Heritage Trail in St. Pete —
history is being honored and preserved.
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by Keisha Bell, Esq.

She withstood

Have you ever thought about how
someone interprets life when societal
norms change and doors once closed
are then opened?
Meet Denise Lynn Nappier, a
woman who made history at birth.
Born June 16, 1951, she and her two
siblings were the first set of triplets
born at the Mount Sinai Hospital in
Hartford, Conn. This would not be the
last time that Nappier would enter the
history books.
In 1973, she graduated from Virginia State University with a Bachelor
of Arts degree. In 1975, she graduated from the University of Cincinnati
with a Master of Arts degree in City
Planning.
Even at a young age, education
was essential to her, but also was
fighting for what she believed in.
While a teenager, Nappier disapproved of her high school’s dress
code ban of a trendy skirt-pant combination. Possibly influenced by the
Civil Rights Movement, she organized “Culottes Day” and protested.
This demonstrated courage would be
instrumental in her success.
Nappier made history by becoming the first African-American woman
elected to statewide office in the state
of Connecticut when she was elected
as state treasurer. This accomplishment was significant, not just for her
but for generations to come.
A Democrat, Nappier served in
this capacity from 1999 to 2019. Obtaining this office was not easy; yet,
she preserved. With this victory, she
also became the first African-American woman elected to serve as state
treasurer in the United States.
Highly qualified, in December

1997, Nappier announced she would
run for the Democratic nomination
for State Treasurer of Connecticut. Although the race was close, she defeated Frank Lecce at the state’s
Democratic convention.
Understandably, Lecce was not
happy about the results. He challenged Nappier for the nomination in
a further primary challenge. Again,
she won. She went on to secure the
general election.
In fact, her election was one of the
closest races for State Treasurer in
Connecticut’s state history. In 2011,
Nappier was named to the Connecticut Women’s Hall of Fame.
Nappier’s victory is an example of
progress. It represented opportunity
and its availability for everyone. Although it had not happened before,
the majority of voters could envision
a woman, and more specifically, an
African-American woman, as their
state treasurer. It is a role where she
would oversee billions of dollars in
state funds, including the state’s retirement plans and trust funds.
As a teenager, Nappier illustrated
the courage to fight against what she
thought was wrong. She used her
voice to be heard. As an adult, she
would use that same voice to make
history and to be an advocate for
tighter regulation of financial institutions, and separation between auditing and consulting firms.
Her vision has allowed others to
know that sometimes opportunities
exist in hidden places. She withstood.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author,
and public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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January 31 - February 2, 2020
Gulfport Public Library in Gulfport
Full details at gulfportreadout2020.bpt.me
Sheree L. Greer
Keynote, Workshop Leader

23 Authors from Around the Country!
Wine & Cheese Meet and Greet • Readings • Book Signings
Complimentary Saturday Lunch • Panel Discussion • & much more!
Nia & Ness
Featured entertainment
Sat., Feb. 1, 8 pm
Catherine Hickman Theater
Gulfport
Tickets at
Beach Bazaar, Gulfport
or at: niaandness.bpt.me

Writing workshop, “You are the Protagonist.”
Suggested donation, just $25

